
Capital Campaign Report 
FALL/WINTER 2018

$9.8 Million Raised to Date

With sincere thanks to the individuals, corporations, foundations and service 

clubs in our region who have supported our campaign so far, we are very 

close to achieving our minimum private sector goal of $10 million for The Gies 

Family Centre – Hospice of Waterloo Region. We are also grateful for the public 

sector support of over $2.7 million that we have received from the Ministry of  

Health & Long Term Care, the Region of Waterloo, the City of Waterloo, and the  

Trillium Foundation.

Construction has now begun with our contractor, Melloul Blamey, on our 

new state-of-the-art hospice palliative care centre and 10-bed residence on 

University Avenue in Waterloo. The expected time for completion and opening 

is November 2019.
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Ground Breaking Ceremony 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2018

“ Our family has been touched by cancer too many times. The new hospice is a necessary and 

welcome addition to Waterloo Region. Waterloo has been good to our family and our donation 

is our way of  giving back to the community. By supporting Hospice of  Waterloo Region, we 

hope to make the last days comfortable for both patients and their families.”  BILL AND GERT GIES

Bill and Marion Weber, Henry and Grace Hildebrand, Gert and Bill Gies, and Bettina and Ian Cook

Judy Nairn, Executive Director, speaking 

at the ground-breaking ceremony

It was a beautiful, warm and sunny day on September 7, 

2018 when the ceremonial ground breaking took place 

for The Gies Family Centre – Hospice of Waterloo Region.   

Over 200 people, including community members, board, 

staff, volunteers, and donors, came to celebrate this 

milestone for the new facility. An Indigenous ceremony 

was held to bless the land and the people who will be 

served there. Greetings and acknowledgments from all 

levels of government included confirmation of the capital 

contribution from the Ministry of Health by MPP Michael 

Harris and cheque presentations from the Region of 

Waterloo and the City of Waterloo.  Campaign Chair Merv 

Redman thanked Bill and Gert Gies and their family for 

their Cornerstone Gift of $2.5 million, which kickstarted 

the campaign last year. He then announced the naming 

of the new residential wing of the building as the Cook 

Family Residence in recognition of Ian and Bettina Cook’s 

recent $1 million donation. He also acknowledged and 

thanked Henry and Grace Hildebrand and Bill and Marion 

Weber for their leadership gifts of $500,000 each. With 

so much enthusiasm and support, the vision for the new 

centre moved another step closer to reality.
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Merv Redman, Campaign Chair 

making an important announcement 

at the ground-breaking ceremony 

Merv Redman, Campaign Chair, 

Judy Nairn, Executive Director, 

Tracy Helm, Director of Fund 

Development, and Gary Leduc, 

Board Chair

Indigenous ceremony and blessing of the land 

performed by Mino Ode Kwewak N’Gamowak 

(Good Hearted Women Singers)

“  We think there’s a tremendous need 

for this type of  service. There’s a  

big gap in the City of  Waterloo,  

and we need to be able to provide 

that continuum of  care. That’s  

what motivated us to be part of   

this project.”  

BETTINA AND IAN COOK
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I will never forget the first time I saw Diane. It was in the 

summer of 1972. It was a chance encounter in the unromantic 

foyer of her law firm. But sparks flew for us both and she 

blushed. I was hooked.  During our 37 years of marriage, I 

never stopped trying to make her blush. We were soul mates 

and best friends. We made each other better somehow and 

treasured every moment we spent together.

One day, Diane noticed a small cough. It was not the kind 

of thing that set off alarms for us right away. Sadly, though, 

this cough eventually led to a diagnosis of melanoma skin 

cancer. Diane had been so active with golf, her beloved 

watercolour painting and community volunteer work. All of 

this changed and much of our time was spent traveling back 

and forth between appointments for x-rays, radiology and 

immunotherapy treatments.

With help, I cared for Diane at home for as long as possible, 

until finally we made the decision to go to Hospice Wellington 

in Guelph. The day she arrived there, she looked at me 

and said, “Merv, we should have done this much sooner.” 

At the hospice, we spent all our hours together, visited by 

close friends and relatives, while our little dog, Georgi, sat 

faithfully at Diane’s bed. Sometimes Georgi wandered into 

the other bedroom suites and was always welcomed. She 

seemed to sense that everyone there loved companionship 

and comfort while in hospice. She was right.  

Diane died at Hospice Wellington on August 25, 2016. 

In the summer of 2017, I was approached by Judy Nairn 

from Hospice of Waterloo Region and asked to chair the 

Capital Campaign to build a new residential hospice in 

North Waterloo. I was honoured and accepted the position 

immediately, knowing that I wanted to do this for Diane. She 

would have been so pleased that I have carried on, staying 

active and working for such a good cause. She has inspired 

me each and every day that I have worked with a team to 

raise almost $10 million in just over a year. So here we are. 

Construction has begun, thanks to the tremendous support 

from this hugely compassionate and generous community. 

The dream of building a new palliative care centre and 

hospice residence for Waterloo Region will soon become 

a reality. Hospice care helped Diane and I face the most 

challenging situation of our lives. This new centre will do 

the same for countless others and their families right here in 

Waterloo Region. 

A DONOR’S STORY

Merv Redman

In Memory of  Diane 
- Merv Redman, Capital Campaign Chair 

“White House at Night” Watercolour by Diane Redman
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ANNOUNCING OUR NEW STRETCH GOAL

Soaring to  
New Heights

There is a season… has been an amazing campaign of support and encouragement. When we first planned to build 

a palliative care centre and hospice residence, we estimated we would need to raise at least $10 million in financial 

contributions from the community. We have almost reached that goal in 15 months.

Since our early planning phase, construction costs have increased and, while we have modified our plans and reduced 

the building footprint, the overall project estimate still came in over $15 million. Raising an additional $2 million from the 

private sector will enable Hospice of Waterloo Region to go into the future mortgage free, allowing us to concentrate all 

of our resources and fundraising efforts on the client services and programs we deliver.

$2.5M

$5M

$10M

$12M

Concept drawing of south entrance – NEO Architecture Inc.
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Please join us at our Signature Events in 2019
Hospice of Waterloo Region hosts three key signature fundraising events annually. Once the new building is complete, 

government funding will cover 55% of operation costs. Our signature events will be one way to continue to support and stay 

connected with Hospice of Waterloo Region.

AN INTIMATE 

SCOTCH TASTING 

EXPERIENCE

Friday, January 25, 2019          

Led by Master Brewer/

Distiller Matt Howell, join us for a tasting of rare, 

limited edition whiskeys from the Scotch Malt 

Whiskey Society of Scotland, paired with appetizers 

prepared specifically to bring out their unique flavours. 

Tickets: $125 per person. Only 60 tickets sold. Tickets 

can be purchased at www.hospicewaterloo.ca

HANDBAGS  

FOR HOSPICE

Thursday, May 16, 2019 

Marshall Hall, Bingeman’s          

Join us for a Fundraising 

and Charity Benefit Auction with over 200 handbags 

up for bid in a silent auction, plus a live auction 

of designer handbags and experiences hosted by 

Auctionista. Tickets go on sale February 2019!

 you no
At our 6th annual Hike for Hospice event this 

year, we raised over $60,000, with over 280 

hikers participating. The event has outgrown its 

current location and plans are to move the 2019 

hike to a new place in North Waterloo, very 

close to the site of the new build.

The 2019 Kindred Credit Union Hike for Hospice             

will be held Sunday, September 22, 2019.

SCOTCH TASTING




