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Inspired by the history of the site 

itself, the new centre is designed to 

impart a sense of humanity, humility, 

and permanence, to create a feeling 

of harmony, and to unify land and 

building, people and structure.

The overarching narrative generates 

a sense of connectedness and 

belonging through the use of 

familiar materials and openings to 

bring in the sounds and scents of the 

outdoors and through the careful 

direction of natural light to heighten 

the awareness of the passage 

of time. 

Laird Robertson 

NEO Architecture Inc.

Concept drawings of The Gies Family Centre – NEO Architecture Inc.



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 2019

With the generous support from individuals, corporations, foundations 

and service clubs in our region, we have exceeded our minimum 

private sector campaign goal of $10 million, with just over $11 million 

raised to date. This amount is in addition to public sector support of 

over $2.7 million received from the Ministry of Health & Long-Term 

Care, the Region of Waterloo, the City of Waterloo, and the Ontario 

Trillium Foundation.

Because we have exceeded the minimum goal for our private sector 

campaign, we have set a stretch goal of $12 million. This amount, in 

combination with our existing public funds, will put us within striking 

distance of the estimated $15 million total project cost.  

Construction has begun, and the new state-of-the-art hospice palliative 

care centre and 10-bed residence will open in the spring of next year.
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$10 Million Minimum Goal 
Exceeded – $11 Million 
Raised to Date

A message from Tracy Helm – Director, Fund Development:

 Thank you again to everyone who has supported our capital campaign 

over the past year and a half. Waterloo Region is truly a generous and 

compassionate community. And what a wonderful opportunity it has been to 

work with the Campaign Committee members and to meet so many people. 

Please stay tuned as we continue to raise funds over the coming year.



Judy Nairn, Executive Director, with Bill Gies at the 

new building site.

This past spring a time-lapse camera was installed at 

the north-east corner of the Hospice Waterloo Region 

project site. It will cover the entire new building plus the 

surrounding parking and outside area, producing a total 

of 600 images per week! The images will be retrieved 

each month and then stitched into an updated time-

lapse movie for posting to our website. 

Construction Now Underway 
at 2050 University Avenue

HOSPICE WATERLOO REGION

Follow the progress of  construction  
of  The Gies Family Centre on our 
website! www.hospicewaterloo.ca



Bill and Gert first read about a new hospice, soon to be built 

in Waterloo, in the local paper. They were both surprised to 

learn that the city didn’t already have such a facility. The 

more they thought about it, the more they wanted to do 

something. “This was our chance,” Bill said, “to give back to 

the community which has been so good to us.”

In the spring of 2017, Bill and Gert visited Hospice of Waterloo 

Region on Lawrence Ave in Kitchener and met Executive 

Director, Judy Nairn, and Director of Fund Development, 

Tracy Helm. Inspired by the need for palliative care and 

more hospice beds in the region, they decided to make a 

significant financial contribution to kickstart the capital 

campaign, donating the Cornerstone Gift of $2.5 million.

“Our children were fully 100% behind our decision to do 

this,” Bill explained. “On both sides of our families, we have 

been touched by cancer. It’s just our way of trying to give 

back and to make the last days for people and their families 

a little more comfortable.” 

Five years ago, Bill’s sister, Marie, spent her final days in a 

hospice residence. Bill and Gert say that when she died, 

they were amazed by the care and attention she received.  

“The staff and volunteers treated the entire family with such 

respect. Each and every one of us had time to visit and say 

our personal good-byes, in such a heart-warming place. This 

gave us closure.”  

Bill and Gert have lived in Waterloo for over 65 years, raising 

a son and three daughters. Today their family has grown to 

include seven grandchildren, and this summer they celebrate 

their 65th wedding anniversary. Bill founded Wm. J. Gies 

Construction Ltd in 1955 and has been building homes and 

developing communities in the Region of Waterloo ever 

since. He has been a member of the Waterloo Region Home 

Builders’ Association for over 60 years, including five terms 

as President.

Having witnessed the growth and aging of the region’s 

population over six decades, Bill and Gert both understand 

the need for hospice care in the community. “Once the new 

centre is open next year, we will have more beds for our 

region,” says Bill. Ever practical and forward-looking, Bill 

continued, “And by then, we’ll have to start thinking about 

building another wing onto the facility!”  
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Bill and Gert Gies 

“ This was our chance,” Bill said, 
“ to give back to the community 
which has been so good to us.”
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Tribute in Honour of  Ken Seiling

Ken Seiling (centre) with Hospice Board 

members (far left: Gary Leduc and far right: 

Bryan Stortz and Brenda Hallman), and 

Tribute Committee members Martha and 

Warren Stauch, Luisa D’Amato, Joan Fisk, Tim 

Jackson, and Tom Galloway.

The Kitchener Waterloo 
Association of  Realtors (KWAR) 

Tony Schmidt, Past President of KWAR, Merv 

Redman, Campaign Chair, Tracy Helm, Director 

Fund Development, Brian Santos, President 

of KWAR, Colleen Koehler, VP of KWAR and 

Nicole Pohl, 2nd VP of KWAR.

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada 
(TMMC)

Merv Redman, Campaign Chair with Ray Boorsma, 

TMMC General Manager, Information Systems and 

Purchasing, Tracy Helm, Director, Fund Development, 

and Suzanne Baal, TMMC External Affairs & 

Communications Manager.



AN INTIMATE 

SCOTCH TASTING 

EXPERIENCE

Friday, January 24, 2020 

Led by Master Brewer/

Distiller Matt Howell, join us for a tasting of rare, limited 

edition whiskeys from the Scotch Malt Whiskey Society 

of Scotland, paired with appetizers prepared specifically 

to bring out their unique flavours. 

TICKETS: $125 per person. Only 70 tickets sold. Tickets 

go on sale November 2019.

SCOTCH TASTING

Hospice of Waterloo Region

298 LAWRENCE AVENUE, KITCHENER, ON N2M 1Y4 | 519.743.4114 | VISIT HOSPICEWATERLOO.CA

Please join us at our Signature Events in 2019/2020
Hospice of Waterloo Region hosts three key signature fundraising events annually. Once the new building is complete, 

government funding will cover 55% of operation costs. Our signature events will be one way to continue to support and stay 

connected with Hospice of Waterloo Region.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019

This year our 7th annual Hike for Hospice 

will move to north Waterloo, close to the site 

of the new building. This year’s event will 

offer two new trails to hike, a BBQ Lunch, 

entertainment, and memorial service. 

HANDBAGS  

FOR HOSPICE

 Did you know?
Our 3rd annual Handbags 

for Hospice event held 

in May of this year sold out six weeks in advance. The 

event grew to over 500 guests from the previous year. 

Highlights from the evening included bidding on over 

200 handbags in the silent auction and designer 

handbags and experiences in the live auction. On site 

fundraising activities, wine wall, paper purses and 

golden tickets all sold out in the first hour of the event! 

Next year’s date is Thursday, May 14, 2020




